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Important Wildlife at Home on the Old 

Mepal Outdoor Centre Site  
Nature has moved in and taken 
over the old Mepal Outdoor 
Centre site, and in some style!   

Important species, including otters, 
are using the site as home and the 
biodiversity is  flourishing.  This will 
now dictate how the site can be used 
in the future – any development of 
the site will need to be done           
sensitively, but this gives us an        
opportunity to use the site in a way 
that can celebrate,  protect and enhance this important space for nature. 

Mepal Outdoor Centre is fondly remembered by local families for the outdoor activities that 
used to be run there.  But despite East Cambs District Council leasing the site for £1 per year 
to the local Charitable Trust that ran it, it struggled financially for many years, and after the 
arson attack in 2016 the Trust decided it couldn’t continue.   

The Council worked hard to find a new operator for the site and was delighted to get to the 
point of awarding a contract to an organisation that wanted to continue to run outdoor       
activities.  When they carried out more detailed investigations however, they began to realise 
the extent of the investment needed and decided they couldn’t make it work financially. 

The District Council is now considering plans to use the site for a crematorium, woodland   
burial site and pet cemetery.  The site has particular characteristics, including the lake and 
other natural assets, which will give support to bereaved families, and space for quiet          
reflection.  The proposals include a covered cloistered area and adjacent flower walkway as 
well as a woodland burial area, which utilises the natural landscape of the site and a discretely 
located pet cemetery.  Sensitive landscaping will protect and enhance the biodiversity of the 
site as an important natural resource in the district, supporting the Council’s Doubling Nature 
pledge and its Environment and Climate Change Strategy.  The proposed electric cremator  
utilises the latest technology, and will be powered to the maximum viable level by on site  
generated renewable energy with back up battery storage. 

However, this is only part of what the Council wishes to see the site being used for.  The next 
phase of work on the project will involve the development of a full landscape plan for the site 
that will include exploring access for fishing and other recreational activities.  Further            
biodiversity and ecology surveys are currently being undertaken, which will help inform the 
extent of what is possible.   

The proposals are at a very early stage in the process.  Council has approved an Outline      
Business Case and there are several stages still to be undertaken before a Final Business Case 
can be presented to Council for a final decision.   

   

 

                                A10 works 
  update 

Everyone in our area knows how difficult the A10 
can be, and the effect the congestion that can   
occur has on our daily lives and local                   
environment.   
 
 

 

 

James Palmer, Mayor of Cambridgeshire &  Peterborough 
said “When something causes such regular problems and 
has needed fixing for so long, it is important to take the 
time to look at all the potential solutions and pick the right 
one.  

 

 
 

 

“We held a virtual information exhibition for the public to 
give their views on our shortlisted options, which received 
over 6,500 visits in 3 weeks. A new dual carriageway is  
currently the most popular and at an estimated £230     
million, whilst the most expensive option, is clearly less 
than many other naysaying local politicians claim. As the 
preliminary work continues, we will look at further details, 
including key junctions, additional public transport         
provision, cycleways and walking routes, to ensure the 
new A10 works for the residents and businesses of East                
Cambridgeshire.”      



  
                                                                                         A NEW HOSPITAL - INCLUDING NEW 
    CHILDREN’S AND CANCER FACILITIES   

 
  

Rail Improvements are 

on the way 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

James Palmer, Mayor of Cambridgeshire 

and   Peterborough said that after nearly 

55 years,  Soham railway station is        

returning before our very eyes.  
 

 

 

A year ago he promised contractors would be on site 
by 1st September, and he has delivered.  By pushing 
Network Rail for efficiencies and challenging their 
processes at every opportunity, the Combined       
Authority are hoping to have the station open and 
operational by December next year, 5 months ahead 
of schedule.  

 

 

 

The rail improvements do not stop there.  Work with 
Network Rail is progressing well on the next phase of 
improvements, which will dual the line between    
Soham and Ely.  James also remains committed to 
the necessary works on the Snailwell Loop to          
improve connections to Cambridge. Early discussions 
with Network Rail are going well, and he is confident 
he will deliver, just as he has delivered with other 
long promised investments in our local economy. 

“This year has been an especially testing time for 
our NHS, which has faced an enormous and        
unexpected challenge. We are all indebted to the 
hard work, long hours and professionalism of NHS 
staff.  Throughout the coronavirus crisis, I have 
kept in constant touch with our local health        
authorities,” says local MP, Lucy Frazer. 
 

“Our area has been fortunate, thus far, to have 
avoided the worst of the impact, with lower rates of 
infections than both the average for the East of 

England region, and the UK as a whole. 
 
“However, the pandemic underscores the enduring need to make sure that 
our health service remains among the most modern, advanced, and well-
funded in the world. I have campaigned for improved services locally - and 
the Government has recently committed £1.9 million to expedite the    
complete replacement of Addenbrooke’s with a brand new facility, with 
separate children’s and cancer hospitals. 
 
“As your MP, I am committed to making sure that our region has the      
world-class health services it needs to withstand the Coronavirus             
pandemic, and provide for residents in South East Cambridgeshire.” 

                                

                                Darryl Preston, Conservative candidate for       

                Police and Crime Commissioner supports the  

                use of STOP and SEARCH and  prevention orders  

“I was a police officer for 30 years and I 
strongly support the police in the lawful 
use of stop and search and preventative 
orders – vital tools in the prevention 
and detection of crime.  
 

 

“We must protect our young people from becoming victims of a knife 
crime, either by getting hurt or gaining a criminal  record that will 
change their life. We need multi-agency preventative action and the  
police must have the powers to catch those carrying weapons. 
 

“The phrase used by the Liberal Democrats: ‘no suspicion’ searches is 
misleading. It refers to a rarely, if ever, used power here in South East 
Cambridgeshire, whereby a senior police officer can make an order that 
any person can be stopped and searched, in a particular locality for a 
particular time frame, and only when they reasonably believe serious 
violence may take place – for example, if the police had good               
intelligence that a gang fight was to take place in the local park and 
knives would be used. 
 

“There was an average of three stop and searches per month 
carried out in the Ely area since January 2020, none of which 
were ‘no suspicion’ searches. Drugs, weapons and articles for 
use in theft have been removed, keeping our community 
safe” said Darryl. 

MoD housing to provide 15 shared        

equity homes 
 

 

A planning application for 53 new homes at the old RAF site 
in Ely has now been submitted.  ECDC purchased the site 
from the MoD to bring the empty properties back into use.   
 

 

The Council had to pay open market price for the site.  If a  
private developer had purchased the site, there would be no 
requirement to deliver any affordable housing from the       
existing homes that are being renovated, but the Council is 
delivering 15 shared equity homes from the renovation 
stage, which are reserved for local working people.   
 

 

Part of the contract with the MoD required the Council to  
submit a planning application for new infill housing on the 
site.  53 new homes are proposed with 30% being affordable, 
again reserved for local working people.  We are keen to try 
to increase the 30% figure and if planning permission is 
granted, we will be applying for grant funding to convert 
more of the open market homes to affordable, again,         
reserved for local working people.  We have to wait until 
after the planning application has been determined to do 
this, as the funding bodies require proof of “additionality” – 
the funding bodies grant funding in order to convert open 
market homes into affordable homes.   
 

 
 

This is a big project for a small District Council, but we 
felt that buying the site and bringing it back into use, 
whilst getting as much affordable housing for local  
people from the site as  possible was the right thing to 
do.   


